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His reconstruction of the complex and perplexing relationship of Paul’s let-

ters and visits to Corinth is refreshingly simple, with no visits and letters between 1 

and 2 Corinthians. Surprisingly, 1 Corinthians itself is identified as the “letter of 

tears” mentioned in 2 Corinthians. Those who have read 1 Corinthians may be 

surprised that the letter could be identified as a “letter of tears,” but Campbell sug-

gests that Paul often “re-characterizes” his earlier letters. Unlike many scholars, 

Campbell does not place Paul’s second visit to Corinth between the two letters but 

before 1 Corinthians. This simplifies Paul’s itinerary because it means that he fol-

lowed his plan laid out in the end of 1 Corinthians to visit Corinth only after pass-

ing through Macedonia (where he wrote 2 Corinthians; see 1 Cor 16:5). However, 

Campbell’s reconstruction cannot account for Paul’s defense in 2 Corinthians of 

his change in travel plans. Campbell must speculate that Paul is defending his change 

in plans before writing 1 Corinthians. Yet it is more likely that Campbell’s recon-

struction is too simple to account for all the evidence.  

Campbell “augments the backbone” of Romans and the Corinthian corre-

spondence in chapter 3, with the evidence of Philippians and Galatians. He argues 

that both of these letters were written from Corinth during Paul’s “year of crisis” 

involving the Corinthian church and certain opponents. To Campbell, Philippians, 

Galatians, and Romans are all addressing the same opponents (here we see one of 

his earlier theses in The Deliverance of God [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009] that Ro-

mans was written against “the Teacher”). One questionable line of reasoning for 

these conclusions comes from the theory of Nebenadressat, the idea that Paul’s let-

ters not only address the audience to which they were written but also the congre-

gation from which they were written. Thus, for example, Campbell argues that the 

emphasis on unity in Philippians tells us something about where the letter was writ-

ten, namely the disunified Corinthian congregation (pp. 148). The teaching about 

unity and sexual immorality in Gal 5:13–6:5 also addresses Corinthian problems. In 

fact, Gal 6:1 directly addresses the Corinthians (p. 170). In my view, this theory is 

one of the weakest points in the book. Why would Paul address the Corinthians’ 

problems in a letter when he was living in Corinth? And why would he address 

them in a letter to a different church? Surely, this is unlikely.  

The next three chapters address the letters whose authorship is disputed by 

Pauline scholars. Campbell argues that ten of Paul’s thirteen letters are authentic 

(everything except the Pastorals). The Thessalonian letters were written before 

Paul’s first visit the Corinth. Regarding 2 Thessalonians, which is often disputed, 

Campbell argues (contra B. Ehrman) that stylometrics actually supports the letter’s 

authenticity (p. 214) and that the eschatology of 1 and 2 Thessalonians is compati-

ble (p. 235). Regarding Philemon, Campbell suggests that it was written before the 

Ephesian mission from an imprisonment in the Asian city of Apamea, just east of 

Colossae (p. 276). Campbell argues that Paul’s letter to the “Ephesians” is actually 

the lost letter to the Laodiceans (p. 312). Loadiceans is so similar to Colossians 

because Paul began writing it before Colossians, but its composition was interrupt-

ed by the composition of Colossians. Regarding the Pastoral letters, Campbell ar-

gues that 1 Timothy does not fit his letter frame and that it is stylistically ruled out 

as an authentic letter of Paul (p. 349). Moreover, 1 Tim 5:18 makes it certain that 
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the letter is pseudepigraphal because the verse refers to Luke 10:7 as “Scripture,” 
placing the composition of the letter beyond Paul’s lifetime (pp. 359–60, 367). Titus 
and 2 Timothy do not have a “smoking gun” like 1 Tim 5:18 but are likely pseude-
pigraphal as well. Campbell appeals to Marcion on the ten-letter collection, and he 
argues that the Pastorals were written to combat Marcion (p. 390).  

Two points of contact with the external sources give Campbell absolute dates 
to anchor the relative chronology he finds Paul’s letters. First and most important 
is what Campbell calls “the Aretas Datum,” that is, the date of Paul’s escape from 
the ethnarch of Damascus, who Paul says was appointed by King Aretas (Aretas IV 
of Nabataea; 2 Cor 11:32–33). Campbell, relying on several military accounts in 
book 18 of Josephus’s Antiquities, argues that Paul’s escape must have taken place 
in 36 CE (pp. 182–86). This date gives him an anchor for Paul’s chronological in-
formation in Gal 1:11–24 (he sees the escape happening after Paul’s return to Da-
mascus, Gal 1:17). Second, Campbell argues strongly that 1 and 2 Thessalonians 
had to be composed during the Gaian crisis, when the emperor attempted to install 
a statue of himself in the Jerusalem temple. This dates these letters sometimes after 
late 39 CE. Overall, Campbell’s dating pushes Paul’s chronology a little earlier than 
the usual reconstructions (e.g. Romans is dated to 52 CE, while it is typically dated 
somewhere between 55–58 CE). 

Has Campbell succeeded in his study? There are so many lines of argument in 
this book that is unlikely Campbell will convince most readers on every point he 
makes (or even on the majority of his points). However, the book made me think 
in a new way about Paul’s letters. It is deeply researched, and it contains innovative 
approaches like the consistent use of ORBIS, a computer program that maps travel 
in the ancient world. Refreshingly, Campbell is willing to question points of ortho-
doxy in the critical consensus like the inauthenticity of 2 Thessalonians, Ephesians, 
and Colossians. Further, he is willing to question himself. On several points he has 
changed his mind. For example, although he previously had concluded that 2 Thes-
salonians was written before 1 Thessalonians, he now has changed his mind on this 
position (pp. 241, 243). In addition, he had previously considered papyrus 46 to be 
good evidence that the Pastorals were pseudepigraphal (this is the earliest copy of 
Paul’s letters, and it does not contain the Pastorals). Yet now, even though it would 
support his position, he does not find this piece of evidence to be conclusive (p. 390 n. 
49).  

I do have a few points of critique. First, the book could use some editing: It 
begins as if it will build on the provocative chronological theses of John Knox, but 
after chapter 2 Knox fades away from view. Also, the table of contents needs to be 
expanded to help readers follow the argument of such a large book.  

Second, Campbell holds to a few strange suggestions rather strongly. One I 
have already critiqued—the idea that Paul was writing to the audience from which 
his letter was sent alongside the audience directly addressed in the letter (Nebena-
dressat). This idea seems unlikely to me. Campbell also suggests that Phil 3:2–4:3 is 
actually a quotation from a previous letter to the Philippians (pp. 131–33). His the-
ory rests on the rhetorical shift in Philippians 3 and his interpretation of “to write 
the same things” in 3:1 as a reference to a previous letter to the Philippians. Yet 



846 JOURNAL OF THE EVANGELICAL THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

even if 3:1 does refer to a previous letter to the Philippians, does it follow that Paul 
is quoting a major passage of that letter? If so, this would be the only place Paul 
does so in his letters, which makes it strange that Campbell would hold the position 
so strongly. I also find it hard to believe that Ephesians is actually the letter to the 
Laodiceans with so little evidence. 

Third, and perhaps most important, Campbell is not consistent in his use of 
external evidence. One of the most important sources of external evidence in this 
book is Marcion. However, should we really use Marcion as a guide to determine 
which of Paul’s letters is authentic? In addition, if Campbell is willing to use Mar-
cion to establish a Pauline letter frame (not to mention Josephus, Philo, and others), 
then why not use the evidence of Acts? I can understand why one would set aside 
the evidence of Acts for a Pauline theology, because this discipline attempts to ex-
plain what Paul himself taught. Yet for a Pauline chronology, Acts is one of the most 
important pieces of evidence, even for those who do not hold to the doctrine of 
inerrancy, because it gives a chronological account of Paul’s mission. Whether this 
account is correct or not will need to be determined, but the evidence should at 
least be considered. At the end of the day, Campbell’s search for methodological 
purity leads him to ignore some of the most important evidence and thus leaves 
readers with only a truncated Pauline chronology. We will have to wait for Camp-
bell’s future work on Acts to get the full picture. Until then, the careful work of 
Eckhard Schnabel might be a better resource on the chronology of Paul’s mission 
and letters.  

Kevin W. McFadden 
Cairn University, Langhorne, PA 

Paul and the Trinity: Persons, Relations, and the Pauline Letters. By Wesley Hill. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2015, xiv + 210 pp., $20.00 paper. 

This revision of the author’s University of Durham dissertation has been en-
dorsed by numerous Pauline scholars as nothing short of game-changing. Hill co-
gently argues a straightforward thesis: trinitarian categories can and should be 
brought to bear on the exegesis of the NT, from which they have so long been 
ostracized. Hill takes aim at a cadre of scholars who have built their careers on NT 
Christology—James D. G. Dunn, Maurice Casey, Larry Hurtado, Richard Bauck-
ham. Hill argues that such scholars have long focused on the question of where 
Christ fits on a vertical spectrum from “low” (human agent) to “high” (fully God), 
with respect to the Jewish monotheistic background out of which the Christian 
movement emerged. This way of framing the question, according to Hill, reflects a 
post-Enlightenment bias that sees Nicene trinitarian categories as anachronistic if 
brought into historical-critical work on the NT. 

In response, Hill attempts a reverse “retrieval,” whereby he attempts to bring 
insights from later patristic/medieval/Reformational/modern trinitarian theology 
to the undisputed Pauline letters as “hermeneutical resources” that can illumine 
Paul (pp. 43–47). Using such dogmatic theologians as Robert Jenson, Wolfhart 
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Pannenberg, Kevin Vanhoozer, and a few Orthodox theologians, Hill employs two 

trinitarian frameworks in particular. The first is “persons-in-relation”: showing how 

for Paul the identities—how one picks them “out of the crowd” (p. 137)—of God 

and Christ and Spirit are mutually defining or reciprocally implicating. That is, 

God’s identity is defined in/through/by his relationship to Christ/Son, and vice 

versa. Christ is not, in other words, added to Paul’s monotheism, but rather Paul is 

trinitarian through-and-through, even understanding God in the OT as God-in-

relation-to-Christ. The second framework is “redoublement” or describing the 

same thing twice from different perspectives—namely, that of unity of essence and 

that of diversity of personal distinctions (roughly: ontological and economic). 

When Paul seems to posit a tension between an exalted view of Christ and a sub-

ordinationist one, Hill uses redoublement to resolve this tension, showing how 

those statements are working in parallel to describe two different aspects of the 

Godhead.  

Hill makes a generally persuasive use of these two frameworks to shed light 

on a few thorny passages in Paul that have long generated debate. By doing so, Hill 

aims to replace the linear, low-high Christological spectrum (used by Dunn et al. 

and basically anyone doing NT Christology) with a more thoroughly trinitarian one, 

whereby identities are defined as multi-directional streets or a net-

work/matrix/mesh/skein (Hill’s preferred metaphors) of relations among the three 

persons of the one God. The upshot is a strong case for how exegesis and theolo-

gy/dogmatics should mutually inform one another, and for that Hill is justly ap-

plauded. 

Chapter 1 points to Trinitarian theologies as a resource for Pauline interpreta-

tion. Unlike most who position themselves against Dunn/Casey and with Hurta-

do/Bauckham, Hill takes aim at all four (plus others) and charges them with asking 

the wrong question about Christology—the “low”/”high” question—and exclud-

ing trinitarianism from their discussions. He then provides a condensed summary 

of trinitarian scholarship from the Cappadocian fathers through Aquinas to Jenson. 

Acknowledging much disagreement among modern trinitarian scholars, Hill argues 

that they are united (against Dunn et al.) in how they ask fundamentally different 

(and more correct, per Hill) questions about how the persons of the Trinity are 

identified with respect to their mutually-defining relations, yielding a 3-D mesh of 

spectrums rather than the low-high spectrum. He frames his task not as reading 

such trinitarian ideas out of Paul but more modestly as demonstrating how such 

trinitarian categories can offer a “more coherent and compelling account of the 

data” in Paul (p. 46). 

In chapter 2, Hill applies the persons-in-relation framework to Rom 4:24, 

8:11a–b, and Gal 1:1 to argue how, for Paul, God’s identity is defined not simply 

on Jewish monotheistic grounds (as if the Christ-event left Paul’s view of God un-

changed) but on thoroughly trinitarian grounds, by reference to the fact that he is 

“the one who raised Jesus from the dead.” This insight works not just downstream 

of the resurrection but upstream as well: Paul sees the God of Abraham in the OT 

as the God-who-will-raise-Christ. This chapter offers helpful criticisms of the en-

terprise that argues itself in circles regarding the nature of Paul’s monotheism by 
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In chapter 5 Scott weighs in on a highly debated Pauline citation. Although a 
number of previous interpreters have argued that Christ is viewed as the speaker of 
Ps 115:1 LXX in 2 Cor 4:13, this view also receives strong opposition in recent 
scholarship (e.g. Jan Lambrecht, “A Matter of Method: 2 Cor 4,13 and Stegman’s 
Recent Study,” ETL 84 [2008] 175–80; C. D. Stanley, Arguing with Scripture [London: 
T & T Clark, 2004] 98–105). As a further illustration of his attention to methodol-
ogy, Scott lays out the differences in perspective between the potential domains of 
metalepsis, identifying not two (as discussed above) but five textual domains repre-
sented in recent scholarship: (1) delimited; (2) opening distich of Ps 115 LXX; (3) 
entirety of Ps 115 LXX; (4) Pss 114–115 LXX (+ recourse to Hebrew); and (5) 
encyclopedic biblical psalmody. Scott argues that Christ is installed as the speaking 
subject not simply because the Psalm text itself is amenable to the installation 
(Scott suggests it is not), but because the indeterminacy in quotation is best re-
solved by configuring the subject as representative of psalmody through the charac-
terization offered by the “spirit of faith” and the language of “writtenness” (Ìġ 
º¼ºÉ¸ÄÄñÅÇÅ) in 2 Cor 4:13. Nevertheless, so subtle is Paul’s move that Scott ar-
gues that Paul’s readers may not have perceived it, because “[Christ’s] installation is 
not finally required for Paul’s discourse to be coherent” (p. 181).  

It is refreshing that Scott is attuned to methodological issues throughout this 
study. Many other comparable projects simply declare their methodological stance 
in either vague or unreflective terms at the outset. Scott’s book stands out as a 
study that advances the field or, at minimum, provides fodder for future discussion 
of intertextuality in Paul. Because a spate of more maximalist approaches to Pauline 
intertextuality have been published in recent years, there is a healthy debate that 
awaits between the heirs of Hays’s approach and those who would follow an ap-
proach like that of Scott’s. Such a debate would be especially fascinating because 
Scott does not adopt an approach that is opposite to maximalism, but rather some-
thing generally more conservative methodologically. Nevertheless, Scott’s readings 
of Pauline texts are thoroughly sophisticated and expect much from the reader as 
part of its metaleptic extension. Even if not persuaded, maximalists could profita-
bly read this book as an exercise in self-refinement. 

Another significant point raised by this study concerns the question of her-
meneutical priority: which came first, a Christological narrative or a Christological 
reading? Scott concludes that it is “not that a story about Christ has been interpret-
ed in light of the psalm, Christologically read, but that the psalm has been read in 
light of a Christological story” (p. 90). In this respect, Scott’s book aligns with the 
recent study by Matthew Bates, The Hermeneutics of Apostolic Proclamation (Waco, TX: 
Baylor University Press, 2012), who argues, “the received apostolic proclamation is the 
filter through which [Paul] reads his ancient Jewish scriptures” (p. 59). Both Scott 
and Bates have provided important data for understanding how theological con-
struction relates to early Christian readings of the Jewish Scriptures. 

Finally, this review would not be adequate without mentioning that Scott’s 
book is written lucidly and elegantly—traits not always typical of a published disser-
tation. The book is replete with allusive turns of phrase that playfully remind the 
reader of the interplay between texts that is the subject of this book. In a methodo-
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logical discussion on the role of the author, Scott writes “the author implied in this 

process has undergone kenosis: he has become less that the reader may become 

more … . But this author is strong when he is weak” (p. 15). Such turns of phrase 

not only borrow from a stock of scriptural language but implicitly illustrate the 

potential limits of metalepsis constrained in Scott’s project. The methodological 

and exegetical insights offered by this book make it a welcome addition to the field 

of OT in the NT studies. Readers will be challenged to examine their own ap-

proaches to these (and more) Pauline texts as they ponder the creative ways that 

Paul appropriated the Psalms using the voice of Christ.  

Seth M. Ehorn 

Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL 

Galatians. By A. Andrew Das. Concordia Commentary. Saint Louis: Concordia, 

2014, lxix + 738 pp., $54.99. 

According to the editor’s preface, this series of commentaries stands in the 

exegetical tradition of Martin Luther and the other Lutheran reformers (p. xii). The 

author of this massive volume, accordingly, endeavors to defend “Lutheran” over 

against the connotations of “‘passé’, uncritical, and void of historical and scholarly 

rigor” (p. xiv), but with the qualification that Lutherans are not exempt from the 

perennial temptation to read into the biblical texts a “preconceived conclusion” (p. 

xv). 

The introduction canvasses the situation at Galatia, the addressees, Pauline 

chronology as it bears on the date of the letter, and Greco-Roman rheto-

ric/epistolary analysis as pertaining to the structure of Galatians. The situation is 

depicted graphically: “The apostle is seething in righteous anger and indignation 

over the events at Galatia even as he conveys his hope that the Galatians might be 

coaxed back to the gospel” (p. 1). Thereafter, a series of questions is posed: Did 

these Gentile Christians understand themselves in continuity with the Jewish peo-

ple? Were the Gentiles to be a distinctive community? Were they to adopt Moses’ 

Law and be circumcised as Jews in order to worship the God of the Jewish savior? 

It is clarified that that nomos, in translation, should be consistently capitalized as 

“Law,” since Paul consistently uses the term for the Mosaic legislation. 

Das endorses the necessity of a mirror-reading of the letter, entailing a recon-

struction of both the recipients and Paul’s rivals from the epistle itself. In keeping 

with such an approach, it is deduced that: “The Galatians are entertaining a posi-

tion that would be the equivalent of a return to the same sad condition of slavery to 

the false gods and powers from which they had been rescued by Paul’s message” (p. 

4). However, the “they group,” those who desire to be under the Torah, in advo-

cating circumcision, they were not content to stop there but were promoting ad-

herence to the entirety of the Mosaic Law (4:21). The “bewitchers” (3:1) were ap-

parently urging the Galatians to consider the works prescribed in the Law as the 

key to unleashing the power of God’s Spirit. Another clue that Paul’s rivals were 

advocating a more comprehensive approach to the Law is 4:10. The Jews celebrat-
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on Ephesians and Colossians to suggest that these letters develop an understanding 
of the incarnation that is “christologically supralapsarian,” meaning that Christ’s rev-
elatory and gathering activity is not simply a response to sin (Wright) or foreign to 
the history that preceded the incarnation (Martyn) but the “original goal of crea-
tion” (p. 237). Picking up on Martyn’s thesis that the central question in Galatians 
is about time, Todd D. Still applies A. J. Greimas’s narratival model (as presented 
by Hays) to argue for a three-part sequence in the letter. In light of this sequence, 
the answer to Martyn’s question is that it is time for the Galatians to return to the 
gospel. Darren O. Sumner also treats the motif of time in the letter arguing that, 
from a “deliberately theological interpretation” with help from the thought of 
Barth, the “fullness of time” in Gal 4:4 is a phrase that holds together God’s deci-
sion to send his Son and its actual occurrence (p. 250). He then explores the trini-
tarian implications of this reading. Scott R. Swain contemplates the doctrine of the 
Trinity in light of Gal 4:4–7 and concludes that the text implies a trinitarian theolo-
gy that “presents the twofold mission of the Son and the Spirit as an instance of 
God’s immediate, natural agency” (p. 265).  

Part 3, labelled “Ethics,” commences with Oliver O’Donovan’s argument that 
the opposition between flesh and Spirit in Gal 5:16–26 is the “contrast between life 
lived eschatologically and life lived elementally” (p. 282). The former is defined by a 
life of moral privilege in faith, freedom, and love in the Spirit, while the latter is 
defined by reactions to demands. Volker Rabens engages Horn and Zimmerman’s 
recent criticism of the well-known indicative/imperative model often used to artic-
ulate the relationship between Paul’s theology and ethics. Rabens supplements 
Zimmerman’s “implicit ethics” model with an emphasis on divine agency wherein 
the Spirit draws people closer to God and one another, a dynamic Rabens believes 
is quite prevalent in Galatians. John M. G. Barclay argues that Gal 6:1–6 is a set of 
maxims “designed to protect the community from the destructive influence of their 
contest-culture” and that such social practice is a necessary expression of the 
“Christ-gift” over against Roman culture’s competition for honor (p. 307). Jean-
Noël Aletti addresses controversial exegetical points related to Gal 5:16–25, focus-
ing especially on verse 17. He concludes that in this passage Paul “radicalizes” the 
questions and stakes surrounding circumcision, informing the Galatians that they 
are capable of making ethical choices and that the law and flesh are not the way to 
salvation. Simeon Zahl examines the tension between divine and human agency in 
Paul’s thought by reading Gal 5:16–25 in light of “affective Augustinianism” cou-
pled with a “dramatic” approach to the text. Finally, Mariam J. Kamell identifies 
ethical parallels between Gal 5:13–6:10 and James, concluding that “Paul emphasiz-
es the role of the Spirit in empowering, while for James it is wisdom that empow-
ers” (p. 362).  

Galatians and Christian Theology contains a number of essays that achieve the 
conference’s primary goal of helping biblical scholars and theologians to “talk to 
one another” about Galatians. Particularly noteworthy from this perspective are the 
essays by Hafemann, McCormack, O’Donovan, van Driel, and Zahl. This volume 
also reminds Pauline scholars that systematic theology raises important interpreta-
tional questions that are sometimes beyond the explicit historical exigencies of the 
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Gentry and Wellum’s tome, entitled God’s Kingdom through God’s Covenants, as well as 

a future publication entitled Progressive Covenantalism: Charting a Course between Dispen-
sational and Covenenant Theologies. This latter work continues to develop the insights 

of Kingdom through Covenant by a team of scholars who accept the basic biblical-

theological framework of Gentry and Wellum and develop that framework in areas 

that the initial book did not (e.g. Sabbath, warning passages, circumcision, land, 

relationship of the Law to the Christian). The present review will seek to keep these 

various publications and reviews in mind, but the central focus will be on their 

primary work Kingdom through Covenant. 
From the outset Gentry and Wellum make clear that they aim to demonstrate 

two crucial ideas: first, the centrality of the covenants in forming the backbone of 

the biblical metanarrative, and, second, how a number of crucial theological differ-

ences can arise based on the way one treats the covenants’ relationship to one an-

other (p. 21). The authors believe that correctly “putting together” the biblical cov-

enants is central to doing accurate biblical and systematic theology. As they believe 

covenant theology and dispensationalism do not put the covenants together in 

quite the right way, they offer a mediating position. Their proposal, entitled “king-

dom through covenant,” encapsulates their attempt to make “better sense of the 

overall presentation of Scripture, which, in the end, will help us resolve some of 

our theological differences” (p. 23). 

This work is divided between the two authors, Gentry dealing with the close 

exegesis of key texts relating to the covenants, Wellum focusing on theological 

formulation and entailments. The prolegomena (chaps. 1–3) is written by Wellum. 

Within this section he addresses the significance of all of the biblical covenants for 

both biblical and systematic theology. He then gives a description of the two theo-

logical systems that have made use of the covenants, namely, covenant theology 

and dispensationalism. Wellum gives a fair description of each system, noting vary-

ing positions (e.g. classical, revised, and progressive dispensationalism) and typically 

citing key proponents of each. After describing and contrasting these systems, he 

alludes to where the rest of the book is going in terms of the via media known as 

“kingdom through covenant.” 

Thus, in chapter 3, Wellum delves into key hermeneutical issues in putting the 

covenants together in “biblical manner” (i.e. one that takes seriously what Scripture 

claims to be and interprets it in light of what it actually is as God’s unfolding reve-

lation across time; p. 83). After citing Scripture’s character as the Word of God, 

Wellum cites the work of Richard Lints (The Fabric of Theology: A Prolegomenon to 
Evangelical Theology) and asserts that in the interpretation of Scripture, one must con-

sider three horizons: textual (i.e. immediate context), epochal (i.e. location in re-

demptive history), and canonical (i.e. reading the Bible as unified whole; pp. 93–

100). Wellum concludes, “the best way to read Scripture and to draw theological 

conclusions is to interpret a given text of Scripture in its linguistic-historical, literary, 

redemptive-historical, and canonical contexts” (p. 100). No doubt the best inter-

preters of covenant theology and dispensationalism would agree with such an ap-

proach, but the difference, Wellum contends, is in the way one unfolds the cove-

nants as it relates to the promise-fulfillment motif. This relates directly to typology 
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and how the covenants and their signs point forward to Christ. Wellum briefly 
states his understanding of how typology works across the covenants, but it is here 
that this work differs from covenant and dispensational theology: “This observa-
tion that we, as the church, are the ‘Israel of God’ only by virtue of our union with 
Christ, who is the antitypical fulfillment of Israel, is crucial for carving a via media 
between dispensationalism’s and covenant theology’s view of the church” (p. 106 n. 
55). 

With this in mind, Wellum highlights two key areas of disagreement (while al-
so noting a number of agreements) between their view and those of dispensational-
ism and covenant theology, respectively. For the former category, the authors be-
lieve understanding the covenants typologically and in relation to one another 
means that the land promise made to Israel in the OT is fulfilled in Christ, because 
he is the fulfillment of the covenants, and also points forward to the new heavens 
and new earth. This is in contradistinction to dispensationalism’s claim that the 
land promise will be fulfilled to ethnic Israel in the millennium. With regard to cov-
enant theology, the authors aver that the “genealogical principle”—viewing the 
church as a mixed community (i.e. with both believers and non-believers) as Israel 
was—is wrong-headed due to the progression of the covenants, and especially the 
newness of the new covenant. All the people of that covenant will know the Lord, 
from the least to the greatest (Jer. 31:31–34). These two areas get at the heart of the 
respective systems, and it is here that Gentry and Wellum show the real takeaway 
that comes from adopting their system as opposed to the other two. 

Part two, the longest section of the book, looks in detail at specific exposition 
of (mainly) OT texts that frame their overall discussion. Together these chapters 
(4–15) address the major covenants of the Bible, including the Adamic/creation 
covenant along with the Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, and new covenants. 
Although Gentry begins with the Noahic covenant as essentially a reestablishment 
of the Adamic covenant, in summarizing the flow of the covenants, the summary 
of this section will begin with the covenant made with Adam. Being made in the 
image of God denotes Adam’s role as “servant-king” over God’s world. Being the 
likeness of God emphasizes Adam’s relationship to God as a son. In sum, the like-
ness concept emphasizes man’s relationship to God while image focuses on man’s 
relationship to creation. The Garden of Eden was the place where Adam and God 
dwelled together, and it functioned as an archetypal sacred place or sanctuary. Ad-
am’s role was to rule and subdue the earth and thus expand the sacred space 
throughout God’s creation. With his sin and fall, though, Adam (as representative 
of mankind) failed in the mission given to him by God. The Noahic covenant was 
not a brand-new covenant but a continuation in some ways of the creation cove-
nant made with Adam. As a second Adam, Noah was to succeed where Adam 
failed. But he did not succeed. Thus, the search for a faithful covenant adherent 
would continue. In regards to the Abrahamic covenant, “God intends to establish 
his rule over all creation through his relationship with Abram and his family: king-
dom through covenant.” Through Abram and his descendants “the broken rela-
tionship between God and all the nations of the world will be reconciled and 
healed” (p. 245). The land promised to Abraham is to function as a new Eden.  
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Through Moses and the covenant made with Israel, the nation picks up the 

mantle of the new Adam. Israel was to be the mediator between God and the 

world, “a vehicle for bringing the nations to the divine presence and rule” (p. 322). 

Israel was to dwell in God’s presence and mediate his glory as a kingdom of priests 

through the appropriation of the Law. The next new Adam was David via Abra-

ham and Israel. Like Adam, David is God’s son and like Adam, David was to me-

diate God’s blessings on a universal scale. The Davidic covenant which was given 

to him had the purpose of being “the instruction for humanity” (2 Sam 7:19), indi-

cating that the covenant’s aim was universal blessing. Yet the record shows that 

both David and his descendants were sinful and failed. Finally, the covenants cli-

max in the giving of the new covenant. With the new covenant, the baton of “new 

Adam” is then passed to the Davidic Messiah whom we now know as Jesus. He is 

the one who restores Israel for the good of the world. While all of the other “Ad-

ams” failed—Adam, Noah, Abraham, Israel, and David—Jesus the Davidic Messi-

ah succeeds. As the typological fulfillment, Wellum summarizes the storyline in this 

way: “It is only if God himself, as the covenant maker and keeper, unilaterally acts 

to keep his own promise through the provision of a faithful covenant partner that a 

new and better covenant can be established” (p. 611). 

The work ends with the third section dealing with theological integration of 

the previous exegetical insights (chaps. 16–17). Here Wellum gives a biblical-

theological summary of the overarching picture of their theological systems, and 

also highlights theological implications in relation to Christology, soteriology, eccle-

siology, and eschatology. The book ends with a lexical analysis of bĕrît. 
On the whole, one must note that this work is a substantial contribution to 

biblical and theological studies, addressing a frequently held discussion regarding 

how the whole Bible hangs together. The authors state that in order to understand 

the Scripture, one needs to understand the biblical covenants (pp. 12–13). Fur-

thermore, each covenant should be interpreted in context and “then viewed inter-

textually and canonically” (p. 14). The goal is to understand each covenant, how the 

covenants relate to each other, and how they inform the canonical narrative. This is 

a commendable goal, in thinking through the centrality of the covenants in a her-

meneutical sense, and again the authors do an excellent job of advancing the dis-

cussion. The book offers a wealth of exegetical analysis and interacts with a select 

range of scholarly interpretations of biblical texts treating the divine covenants. In 

this sense it is truly a comprehensive treatment.  

This work also does an excellent job in its treatment of covenant theology, 

noting the realities of the “newness” found in the new covenant and how this af-

fects the way in which one speaks of the people of God. Perhaps one of the best 

critiques coming from the side of covenant theology comes from the pen of Mi-

chael Horton (http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/kingdom-through-

covenant-a-review-by-michael-horton). Horton presses on the reality of the new 

covenant and the people of God, saying that Jeremiah 31:34 simply means “all 

without distinction” when referring to the fact that they will all know the Lord. In a 

response to the review by Horton, Gentry and Wellum rightly contend that this 

makes sense if one assumes that the nature of Israel and the church is basically the 
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